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most serious problems of modern times is to create a culture
for nations which have achieved high success in evolving
the organisation and instruments of civilisation. In India,
on the other hand, the processes of civilisation have not
been so highly developed as in Europe or America, but
the stage of civilisation evolved has expressed itself in the
pervasive character of culture which extends through
the vast majority of her people. Even the casual tourist
has observed that in India the difference between the
masses and the classes is not one of quality and can be
explained in terms of information and opportunity. It
was otherwise in many countries of Europe till recently.
There the difference in quality between the masses and
the classes was at times so great that it often shook the
faith in democracy of the most fervent of democrats.
The developments in technocracy have not yet changed
this state of affairs completely, but on the contrary tended,
at least in the initial stages, to develop human morons.
In India, even the backwardness in development and
application of scientific techniques has not lowered the
human quality, nor reduced the innate skill and intelligence
of the village artisan and craftsman.

This remarkable phenomenon can be explained only in
terms of the unity and continuity of Indian culture* Unity,
we have seen, is in one sense the common characteristic
of all culture. What specially distinguishes the culture
of India is its unbroken continuity. Here, there have been
no violent or sudden breaks but on the contrary a steady
growth and expansion of culture which has gradually
permeated every class and section of society. The length
of her history is no doubt one of the most important of the
contributing factors but her long history would not have
sufficed unless the spirit of toleration had made possible
the unity and continuity of her traditions.